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   Celebrating Our Past, Planting for the Future 
 

Some planted, some watered, but God gave the growth. – 1 Cor. 3:6 

 

  What a blessing to celebrate 175 years of God residing in our hearts as we have resided here, in 
the heart of the Village of Paw Paw.   Many, many thanks to all who contributed to our celebration, espe-
cially the Rev. Nelson Lumm, who returned to our pulpit to lift up so many wonderful memories and 
blessings, and to remind us (in the words of Warren Buffett) that “someone sits in the shade of a tree to-
day because someone planted a tree years ago.”  

 Even after only three years of ministry here in Paw Paw, these words ring true to my ears.  To-
gether, we have done much planting, weeding, even tearing up the beds of old roots to make way for 
new growth.  We have weathered times when it seems like not much is happening in response to our 
labors.  And then – like a fresh green shoot popping through the earth – the Spirit connects us to a new 
ministry, or brings a new person into our community, or revives a relationship that had gone dormant.  If 
we are seeing the signs of new growth in just three years of doing ministry together, imagine what is be-
ing planted for the church of our future!    

 How is God calling you to deepen your relationship with your church?  Are you seeking a more 
meaningful engagement with the Bible, or a more practical way to experience God’s word in your life?  
Are you called to care for others, in prayer and with the presence of a hot meal and a listening ear?  Do 
your arms long to reach into the community and feed those experiencing poverty not just with a daily 
meal, but with connection to a network of support ministries? 

 Do you like to sing?  Cook?  Stuff envelopes?  Play with children? Take pictures?  Is there some 
other ministry, book study or activity you 
would like to see happening at our 
church?  There is no time like the present 
to pray and act on whatever little stirrings 
God has planted in your heart.   

 Or, maybe you just need church to 
be a place where you can find quiet; a 
sanctuary from the business of the rest of 
the week; a home with people who care 
about you and are just glad to have you 
here.  This, too, is a response to God’s 
calling – to show up, and let God’s love 
seep into your heart.  This, too, is planting 
seeds for God’s kingdom.  May we all find 
the way that God is calling us to be part of 
this faith community, here and now.   

 

Peace, 

Rev. Nelson Lumm and Rev. Tiffany McCafferty with Senator Tonya 

Schuitmaker, who presented a recognition from the State of Michigan. 
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Our 175th Anniversary  
Celebration 

Comes to an End 

 As I heave a sigh of relief with the closure of our 
175th Anniversary Celebration activities,  I  can also 
say that it was one of the best times for me personal-
ly here at the church. I won't mention the extra gray 
hairs that sprouted this year, tho! 
 

  The Wine & Harvest Parade on September 9th 
turned out to  be a beautiful day, weather-wise, and I 
believe everyone who participated in the parade had 
a blast, especially the kids. It showed what pride we 
all have in our wonderful little church.  175 years is 
quite an accomplishment!  Thanks, Rick Diemer, for 
all the work you did in organizing it, and to the Youth 
Group leaders for getting the kids involved.   
 

 The frosting on the cake, however,  was the antic-
ipated "175th Celebration" Church Service on Sep-
tember 23rd, with guest Pastors Nelson Lumm, Linda 
MacDonald and Lori Politz participating and adding to 
the festivities.  The Chancel Choir, led by Chris Gray, 
performed an awesome rendition of "How Lovely Is 
Thy Dwelling Place," with guest musicians. 
 

 Following  the church service, around 120 people 
stayed for a very nice dinner (prepared by own Scott 
Beck) and a program planned by yours truly.  For 
those who missed the dinner, Pastor Jacob Bolton 
sent a video speaking of his years as a member of the 
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First Presbyterian Church of Paw Paw.  To date, he is 
the only member who has become an ordained minis-
ter, and we are so proud of his accomplishments.   
 

 State Senator Tonya Schuitmaker presented Pas-
tor Tiffany with a special certificate from the State of 
Michigan, honoring the church's accomplishment of 
existing for 175 years.  Our own  Brandon Mattson 
beautifully performed "Walk By Faith", a Jeremy 
Camp song.  Pam Baney spoke of the historical jour-
ney of the committee: updating Memorials & gifts, 
and making scrapbooks of the many photos taken 
over the years. Then it was my honor to thank all of 
the committee members, Rick Diemer, Jan Wilder, 
Nancy Turk, Pam Baney, Eleda Zygadlo, and Scott 
Beck.  The historical speakers were also honored, 
along with the Deacons, Presbyterian Women and 
members of Session, who have helped in so many 
ways during our activities of the past seven month. 
 

 Finally, your support and words of encourage-
ment have been so appreciated and, as I said at the 
dinner, I feel that I have made so many new friends 
and acquaintances through this whole process.  God 
bless YOU and God bless the continued success of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Paw Paw.  I truly believe 
that we will be around for a few more years. 
 

Deacon Nancy Beck, 
175th Anniversary Committee Co-Chair 

 

Brandon Mattson entertaining during the finale dinner. 
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 The Presbyterian Hunger Program is celebrating 
the faithful work of Presbyterians responding to the 
biblical call to alleviate hunger and end its causes.  
We here at Paw Paw Presbyterian Church are work-
ing to achieve this goal within our own community as 
well as the world.  
 Through our Cents-Ability offering taken on the 
third Sunday each month we contribute to United 
Christian Services and the Food Pantry.  USC gives nu-
trition classes to help people learn how to eat 
healthy.  This summer they started a "Learning Gar-
den" where people could learn how to raise some of 
their own food.  The Food Pantry has been an on go-
ing project evolving from Eleanor's Pantry.   
 Each spring we participate in the Crop Walk which 
helps to feed those in need within our community.  
The Decatur Shelter is another way in which we help 
the homeless to obtain needed food require-
ments.  The One Great Hour of Sharing offering we 
have in the winter months also provides food for the 
hungry.  Maintaining the eco-system is vital to living a 
healthy life.   We use eco-palms, pitchers of water at 
church events instead of bottled water and we recy-
cle.   
 It is our duty as Christians to help those in need 
not only in our own community, but around the 
world.  We must work to keep our world beautiful 
and bountiful.  Let us show God how thankful we our 
to this wonderful gift of life. 
 

Eleda Zygadlo, 
Mission Commission 

 
MISSION COMMISSION now meets the third Thurs-
day of the month at 11:00 a.m. , and then attends the 
monthly United Christian Services luncheon at noon.    
All are welcome to attend and join in being Christ’s 
hands and feet to our neighbors near and far! 

STEWARDSHIP 2019 
175 Years and Counting 

Ephesians 4:16 
“Each of us has a part to play” 

 The Stewardship letter and pledge cards were 
mailed last week and should have reached most of 
you by now.  If you did not receive a Stewardship 
packet in the mail, we have put some in the narthex 
just inside the front door.  Please feel free to pick one 
up. 
 

Date to Remember: 
Sunday, October 21, 2018 is Stewardship Sunday. 
Please return pledge cards on or before this date. 

 
 The Stewardship Committee will keep you updat-
ed each week, please feel free to contact us if you 
have any questions: 
 
  Mary Ellen Smith at (cell: 321-948-4322 or 
  emptmangr@aol.com) and  
  
  Adele Walters at 
  (cell :269-352-4671 or  
  emptynestboat@hotmail.com)  
 
   or any Session member. 
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FORMING FAITH FOR ALL  

GENERATIONS 
 

 WELCOME EMILY!  While Emily Duncan is a 
well-known part of our 
church family, she now 
joins Meg Waddell as 
an official part of our 
Child Care Staff caring 
for children in church 
school and our Nursery.  
Emily is a living exam-
ple of a seed watered 
and grown in our 
church now helping to 
grow faith in the next 
generation.  Emily is a 
2018 graduate of Paw 
Paw High School now 

attending West-
ern Michigan 
University.   

 

Our Wine and 
Harvest parade 
walkers gave 
out over 150 
invitations to 
join our new 
Church School 

class featuring Illustrated Children’s Ministry curricu-
lum.  Do you know a family who you would like to in-
vite to Church School and worship?  Our new curricu-
lum also includes weekly lessons in a format that can 
be shared with families – look for copies in the Nar-
thex or by the church office and pass one on with an 
invitation to join us Sundays at 9:30! 

 

 What’s new for Middle and High Schoolers?  
Lots!  A new name “MS/HS CONNECT” refers to our 
Sunday morning time to come together for a short 
lesson, snacks and to work on our ongoing mission 

projects like the Prisoner Re-entry Project backpacks, 
and soon Magnify the Light.  There are also lots of 
youth events with our Presbytery and other Churches 
– Urban Plunge Nov. 2-4 and indoor Rock Climbing on 
Nov. 18.  Info on these events can be found in the 
Youth room and goes out on monthly CONNECT post-
cards.  If you know of a Middle or High school student 
who would like to CONNECT, please call the church 
office and we’ll get them on the mailing list.    

FORMATION COMMISSION meets the first Wednes-
day of the month at 6:30 p.m.  We can always use 
more hearts and minds to plant the seeds of faith for 
our children.  For more information, contact Meg 
Waddell or Pat Conner.   

Meg_Waddell@yahoo.com 
269-598-7448 

Thanks be to God for 

glorious parade-

walking weather!  

The McCloskey and 

Welling families 

joined forces, as did 

Keelin McCafferty 

and Lydia Kusmack.   

mailto:Meg_Waddell@yahoo.com
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LONG RANGE PLANNING  
COMMITTEE  

 
 The Long Range Planning Committee (Jerry Dun-
don, Royal Haefner, Bert Ogden, Mike Seymoure, 
Dave & Jan Wilder, Rev. Tiffany McCafferty) met on 
September 6.  Bids are being sought from contractors 
on the proposed projects, and site plans of the new 
parking lot and entry way will be presented to the 
Paw Paw Village Planning Commission at its October 
meeting.  A separate Property Improvement Fund has 
been established, and the Committee will work with 
Administration/Finance to put together a funding 
plan once estimates are complete.  If you have any 
questions or suggestions on this project, please talk 
to one of the Committee members or contact the 
church office.   

Jerry Dundon, Moderator 

DEACON UPDATE 

 We have had a busy September, with the Parade 
and the 175th Anniversary Celebration winding down.  
We especially want to thank the Celebration Com-
mittee for their commitment to making this a special 
time in the life of the congregation. We have been 
blessed with their hard work and dedication. 
 Many thanks to the 30+ of the congregation who 
walked in the Wine and Harvest Parade, wearing our 
blue, red and gray T-shirts. It was a fine day and a fun 
event to be part of. We could make that a tradition 
for the Future.  We have also been invited to the Law-
ton Parade July, 2019. 
 We will begin our Pot Luck dinner gathering on 
Thursday, October 18 @ 6:00 pm.  Bring your appe-
tite, a dish to share and your table service.  All are 
welcome, family and friends included. 
 Euchre/Games nite will also begin, but not until 
January 26, 2019.  Please save the 4th Saturday of 
each month for this event. We will include more infor-
mation in the following months. 
 

Jan Ogden 
Deacon Moderator 

CHANCEL CHOIR NEWS 
 

 Friends, family and student musicians from WMO 
joined the Chancel Choir to offer two spectacular an-
thems at our 175th Anniversary Worship Celebration.  
Although the choir had only three weeks to rehearse 
(with several singers traveling during that time) the 
Choir was able to pull off more challenging pieces 
than they have sung in a while.  

 
 The Choir will continue to rehearse most Thurs-
days at seven, and will be offering music in worship 
at least twice a month, as well as preparing for the 
Candlelight Christmas Eve service.   
 
 There is always an open invitation to participate 
in choir at any level of participation that your sched-
ule allows, meaning that if you aren't able to come to 
every rehearsal, you can still sing. Check out one of 
our rehearsals on Thursday nights at 7:00 p.m. in the 
choir room.  All you need is a heart ready to praise 
God through song.  We hope to see you there!  
 

Chris Gray 
Chancel Choir Director 

The Chancel Choir “and Friends” with WMU Musicians Negar 

Afazel - violin, Jon Barnes - cello, Michael Moore - Trumpet 

and Hanna Nicholson - trumpet. 
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175th ANNIVERSARY WORSHIP AND DINNER PHOTOS 

TOP:  Chancel Choir Singers Connie Nielson, Eleda Zygadlo, Stephen McCloskey and friends; Rev. Tiffany McCafferty; MID-

DLE:  Rev. Linda MacDonald; Rev. Nelson Lumm; Chef Scott Beck;  BOTTOM:  Guest of Honor Table with Lori Pollitz, Nelson 

Lumm, Linda MacDonald; Senator Tanya Schuitmaker and family, including proud parents Zoe and Harold Schuitmaker; 

Nancy Beck.  
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BIRTHDAYS: 
10/02 Meg Waddell 10/12 Lauren Mroczek  
10/03 Mary Bolton 10/12 Matthew Mroczek 
10/05 Jennifer Combs 10/17 Adele Walters 
10/05 Nicole Colgren 10/20 Andrew Bradish  
10/06 Bobby Yarbrough 10/21 Mary Ellen Smith  
10/07 Kristen Garceau 10/21 Ric Baker  
10/08 Kathy Vought 10/22 Diane Triquet  
10/12 Pat Peters 10/22 Michael Walters 
10/12 Brandon Mroczek 10/31 Patty Kendall  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
10/04 Royal & Judith Haefner 10/14 Jake & Jaime Pursley 
10/04 Gene Sahr & Phyllis Gruizenga Sahr 10/24 Steve & Karen Racette 
10/14 Robert & Kathy Vought   

Editor’s Note:  The birthdays and anniversaries  are  computer-generated.   If we are missing your special day  or our 
information is incorrect, please notify Sue in the church office at 657-3111 or email: firstpres1@btc-bci.com. 

TRUNK OR TREAT OCTOBER 20! 

 On Saturday, October 20 from 4:00—5:30 p.m. we’ll 

offer games, treats and a safe place for fun open to our 

whole community.  Trunk or Treat 

has become an annual tradition 

featuring creative costumes and 

trunks decorated for the fall/

Halloween Season.  We need lots 

of Trunks and Treats, so if you 

would like to donate your trunk, 

candy, help with games, or food, 

please contact Pat Conner, Nancy 

Turk or Mary Ellen Smith.  Candy 

donations can be left in the office 

(but don’t tell the pastor!)  
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 ADULT BIBLE STUDY continues at 8:45 am in the church library.  All are welcome to join this thoughtful study 
on the beginning of the church.  Childcare is available. 

 SHARENET will meet on October 9th and October 23rd at 10:00 am in the Library. 
 DEACONS and SESSION meets on October 16th at 6:15 pm. 
 DEACONS POT LUCK DINNER resumes on Thursday October 18th at 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
 TRUNK R TREAT is on October 20th in the church parking lot from 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm. 
 MEN’S BREAKFAST will meet on Saturday, October 27th at 8:30 am in  Fellowship Hall.  All men are wel-

come—Dads & kids too! 
 SINGLE LADIES NIGHT OUT will meet October 23rd.   We will be going to La Cantina in Paw Paw for this 

month.  Please contact the office (657-3111) if planning to attend.  Enjoy wonderful humor and friendship.   
 PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN meet on October 24th at 10:00 am in the Library. 

 
 

NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: On Sunday, October 21st after the 10:00 am 
worship service, a Congregational Meeting will be called with agenda items to include: 
election of Deacons and Elders, approval of Pastor’s 2019 Terms of Call, and other busi-
ness as deemed necessary and appropriate.  All are welcome to attend and observe, and 
active members are especially encouraged to attend and vote.  For more information, con-
tact Clerk of Session, Kathy McCloskey at PawPawFirstClerk@gmail.com.  

mailto:firstpres1@btc-bci.com

